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Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 4 Row C Grave 59, of the Bouchoir New 
British Cemetery, lists an “Unknown British Soldier LIEUTENANT CANADIANS”, 
identified by his badges. His remains were recovered just north of the Amiens-Roye 
Road, near the Village of Damery, France. 

James Duncan Kerr is the only Canadian Lieutenant on the Vimy Memorial, who is 
reported as lost near Damery at the time that his unit was in action at that location, on 
the Vimy Memorial, at that time and in that location, during the Great War of 1 91 4- 
1921. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 4 Row C Grave 59 are those of 
Lieutenant James Duncan Kerr of the 43 rd Infantry Battalion, 9 th Infantry Brigade, 3 rd 
Canadian Division. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . The Graves Registration Report Form (GRRF) clearly defines the inhabitant of 
Plot 4 Row C Grave 59 as an Unknown British Officer, Lieutenant, Canadian 
(Attachment #1). 

2. The Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial Return (COG- 
BR) tells us that the remains in Plot 4 Row C Grave 59 were exhumed from 
Trench Coordinates 66e.R.4.b.3.7 (Attachment #2). This is the Village of 
Damery, north of the Amiens-Roye road in the Somme sector of France. We 
know from the information provided by the CWGC that the Bouchoir New British 
Cemetery was created after the Armistice when graves were brought in from 
several smaller cemeteries and the surrounding battlefields. The cemetery is 
located at 66e.K.36.b.8.9, “K” being the adjoining sector on the north west of 
sector “R”. 

3. The 43 rd Battalion War Diary details exactly where the unit was located as part of 
the advance through the Village of Damery 66e.R.5 during the attack on 
Fresnoy-les-Roye on the 1 5 th -1 6 th August 191 8 (Attachment #3). The war diary 
also indicates that during this time there was 1 Officer killed in action and 1 
Officer missing in action. 

The CWGC records tell us that Lieutenant R. J. Wilson was one of these men 
and that he is buried in the Roye British Cemetery in Plot 1 Row A Grave 4. The 
other Officer was Lieutenant Kerr. Although not important to the solution to the 
case, logic tells us that it was Lt. Wilson that was killed and located, as he was 
buried with a battlefield plot at 66d.G.32.c.3.2 with 12 other of his men. 

4. We can refer to Nicholson Map 11 to locate the area where the 43 rd Infantry 
Battalion was in action near Damery and Fresnoy-les-Roye on the 15 th and 16 th 
of August 1918 (Attachment #4). The village is marked with the red arrow. The 
43 rd Battalion was advancing as part of the 9 th Infantry Brigade of the 3 rd 
Canadian Division. On the map, you will see the marks for the 52 nd Battalion and 
1 16 th Battalion, also of the 9 th Infantry Brigade. 

5. The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) database tells us that 
there is only one (1) Canadian Officer missing and thus on the Vimy Memorial for 
the period of August 12 th to 20 th 1918 (Attachment #5). This is actually a wide 
search window; as we know that the Canadian’s were in the vicinity of Damery 
for only a short period of time around 1 4 to 1 6 August 1 91 8. After that period the 
entire Canadian Expeditionary Force moved to the northwest to participate in the 
Battle of Arras from 26 August 1 91 8 to 5 September 191 8. 
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6. The Circumstance of Death (COD) file for Lieutenant Kerr tells us that he was 
killed in action of 16 August 1918 on a daylight patrol, prior to an attack east of 
Fresnoy-les-Roye, when he was killed by an enemy sniper (Attachment #6). 
There is no record of his burial. 

7. The E-13 War Graves Register (WGR) notes that Lieutenant Kerr was killed in 
action and that his remains had not been recovered as late as 2 May 1919. As 
such, his name was to be inscribed on the Vimy Memorial for those killed in 
action with no known grave. 

8. The CWGC Headstone Record of Inscription was a critical piece of information in 
this particular case, however not at the Bouchoir New British Cemetery but rather 
at the Rove New British Cemetery (Attachment #8). The reason for this was that 
the GRRF and COG-BR documents for that cemetery showed that there was 
another Canadian Lieutenant missing in the same area, thus at the same time. 
Although those forms were incorrect ( there were no Canadian 2 nd Lieutenants 
other than those seconded to the RFC, RNAS, or RAF), it did raise the issue as 
to how there could be two Lieutenants missing? The Headstone Register shows 
that these remains were later identified as those of Lieutenant T. H. Craig , who 
was buried with a number of his men of the 52 nd Canadian Battalion. That left 
Lieutenant Kerr as the only missing Canadian Officer in that sector. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #9). 

There is no doubt in this case as to the identity of the remains in Plot 4 Row C Grave 9 
of the Bouchoir New British Cemetery. Lieutenant Kerr is not only the sole missing 
Lieutenant; he is the only missing Canadian Officer in this sector during the Great War 
of 1914-1921. His remains were recovered precisely from where his battalion was in 
operation at the time of his death on 1 6 August 1 91 8. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc1 9731 39. JPG 


V 


■ fed Region Serial OOMPRFHERSIVE REPORT. _ . „ 00 „, 

Ro . 779. ^ Arm y Form W - 337 2 ‘ 

• v ' GRAVES REGISTRATION REPORT FORM. 

i commune:- B3UCH0IR. 

Dept:- goMME. o ^ 

REPORT No. ' • .. SCHEDULE No. 

This report cancels all previous reports. 

^ 'NlevV 

PLACE OFHURIAL BODOHDIR BRITISH CEMETERY. 


320. 


Map Reference l/40,000. 66E. J.1 36. b. 8. 9."^ 


The following are buried here: — Graves read from Left to Right. 


Nauio 


Bank 

and Initials 


Regiment 


No. 


'/ZtOKsJETS. 

'43 Bn Canadians. 

Canadians. 

Vfc/Bn R.I.R&. 
do-;, do; * 

s/ JP. /*■ TPS*: 

R.A.F . 

12/Bn K.R.R.O. 
Rifle Bde. 

Shropshire L.I. 

Durham L.I. 
Shropshire L.I. 


30903 


Date 
of Death 


PLO 


| 4. 


ROW iO. 


— t.' ru i 

UIKBOW 


HAWKER . — Pte W n-L*'tg 


40037 




. PASOOE 


U RiOnVffl BRITISH OI’FIQER Lierjtt. - 
UHKRpWH BRITISH SOLDIER. 

15998. T3DD — Pte J. 

4|40£fii|r DAY Pte ^ S. 


BRITISH SCjLDIER upli - 


UHKMpWH BRITISH AIRMAJT Lt 


Pte A. 

■ 9t . a 




i4>' I'/r.. 


Cross Erected Plot, Row 
or G. R. U’d. and Grave 


3& 


wl/yit 

/ e. 

E. 

E. 


(grave Ho . 

/ 

i 65.**y 
56.^7 
| 57^ 

58.^ 


4 


I SO.'*'/ 
'uiM*/ 

E, | 62.V 


03 .«*r, 


R/3S519 ./PAR^ITT — Rfn G.T | ^-3 -Iq. ' ‘IV^/^^ 964. 

URAI’OWr BRITISH SOLDIER. j 1916. E. 65. 

UHKHO'.'R BRITISH SOLDIER. - E. 96 


3 T7H BRITISH SOLDIER. 

WN BRITISH SOLDIER. 

WN BRITISH SOLDIER. 
UHKNibVJN BRITISH sdLDIER<i^K 


E. 

E. 

E. 

1? 




67. */ 

68 , %/, 

69 . %/ / 

70. U 


EK 


T.HE 


r f) 


(u si 5) wsico— P27 


iis lTtoon '.i/hi nwv-i'joji i'.., 


iQU6s/s 




<ai' 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial 
Return, http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc22531 1 6. JPG 
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TJiis form Co bo made out in triplicato, two n* Uiinj; handril to the I*. A I*. (C\ ol (» ) and tin* othor rotiumd by the Burial Officer. 



ATTACHMENT #3 


Library and Archives Canada: War Diaries of the First World War. Available as (1) ArchivaNet: On-Line 
Research Tool , or (2) War Diaries of the First World War 


• ' ■ • 1 • - < » t * 

NARRATIVE of OPERATIONS of 15thA6th August 1913 . 

r&A -tn/fl 'C 


" 6 * 


At 11.50 a.n. on tho forenoon oftfce 15th, oMers wero received 
that the Battalion would nove through tho tranches boyond LE QDESHOY 
to relieve tho Send in the Front Line, "ho first two Companies to leave 
would cone under orders of Col. FOSTER, corranding tjre Send., until tie 
whole Battalion was up, when oorrar.d or tho line would devolve upon 
Ool TKUHABT of tiro 43rd. 

At I 5.10 p.ra. accordingly 0 and D Coys, noved forward to take 
up positions in support trenches between DA1.EHY ami 30IS on EQTJEERE. 

Col TTROTJHART proceeded forward shortly aftor tho Oorpanies lad loft. 

C. Coy, tho loadin'? Company arrived in its new aroa at an 
oxcoodingly opportune tine. The 5;>nd Bn., >iad by this time pushed 
through DaJJERY and held a line on the east ern edge of it thor.oe along 
BA12P.Y WOOD. When. 0. Coy arrivod the 5*:.d wero baing strongly counter- 
attacked by what has since beer, found to be 4 Battalions, and the an. cry 
was then pushing on in considerable numbers in spite of tho heavy 
fire which he was rocoiving. C. Coy was orderod by Ool. POSTS?, to 
move up to Support: of cyid Battn., and oourter-attaoh the advancing enery 

Lieut S.L. OHDDIE in Coranond of 0. Coy at once tool: the Coy 
forward through the village, and as they cane through they extended and 
vigoarusly attached the eneny across tho opsn fields on the east side 
of D/iERY. This timely and energetic countor-attach proved the breaking 
point of th HUN attack. He was driven hack with heavy losses an! gOO 
prisoners remained in our lands. C. Coy in their charge, collecting 
1 HackLne Gun and 47 prisoners, and there is no doubt that tho sight 
oft ho kilts dashing across the open, gave a nov fillip to the 5?,nd 
after their long day 1 s fighting and finished off the HtJlI attack. 

As soon as tilings quitenod down, tho wkolo line firm DA1X1HY 17)01 
inclusive to the norher bour.tlary of the village was relic 1 * d by the 
43rd Bn. who took over with all 4 Oonpani os, D, B, C, anil A from right 
to left, each Company laving a platoon in Support. 

During the right D. Coy on the right was reliovod by the 
FT1 HIICH and cane into Support, ih tho tranches on tho Western side of 
DAMERY VILLA®. During* tho relief by the FRENCH, they wero heavily 
slielled and suffered sone casualties. 0. Coy had alco suffored sone 
30 casualties in their Oo unter-attaok. 

Th.o morning of tho 16th was quiot on the whole, with sone 
desultory shelling. It was direoted chiefly into DAffiF.Y Village 
and into tho bit 0 ? open ground between DaUERY HOOD and the Village, 

At 11.00.a.n. a rossage was roooivod at Headquarters that 
tho FRE1X3H wero going to A tack at 1?. noon with the intention of 
capturing GO VS .’COURT and the tranches dof cndiiigit, and orders were 
given, to the Battalion to push forward and keep up wit!-. tho FREICH 
advance on iour right. A neesago .tub at onco sont to A and B Coys, that 
they would push out patrols as tho FBEDH advanced and endoavour to mix 
good all the ground that they could. 

This message only Just got through when at 11,15 the FRENCH 
opened a vory hoavy boidxvrdnont all along their front of attack and tho 
onory innediatoly retaliated with a vory oonoentratod barrago on DAISY 
and between DaIERY and DA135P.Y WOOD. 

The FRETCH attad: proceeded very slooossfully and A and B Coys 
as soon as this progross was ass: rod noved forward strong patrols in 
skim!. siting formation and followed vdth the bo3.anca of these two 
Oorrpanic a in Artillory for:otion. B. Co-pany however loft ono platoon 
in the trench it was holding betwoon DAUERY WOOD and DAlSHV and It was 
not/ 
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ATTACHMENT #3 (cont’d) 

Library and Archives Canada: War Diaries of the First World War. Available as (1) ArchivaNet: On-Line 
Research Tool , or (2) War Diaries of the First World War 


not until about 7.30 in the evening that this platoon rejoined the 
Company . Our advancing patrols were net with a certain awiunt of 
one-’t/- shelling and with heavy 1S.0. fire fron the trmchos in the 
front of FRESTOY, In addition to this HLAVEC TOOD also offered 
sono resistance which was eventually ovorcone. E. Coy final 1 :/ 
occupied a portion of the THURITOE trench fron loft of E. Coy in 
a rough se:±-oirclo to a point beyond SLAVE? WOOD. The operation 
hitherto had hear conducted with few canal ties, hut frorFo.oopn 
onwards all the positions hold hy the Battalion and D.VlEBY Village 
ue ra subjected to a heavy bombardment . Eero a large number of 
casualties occurred. Lieut-Col ORCTHaRT was seriously wounded 


there to GdSnrOOSKT. 

At 4."0.p.n. a me s sago was reooivod fron the Brigado that 
-he or. cry appeared to bo weabening along the front and that the Bn. 
would attach FRSSMOY from the right, while the village would aleo be 
attached fron the left. 

Inf or ration was also received fron the Brigade that the 
FKE30H wanted ns to tahe CROISETTE TOOD. but this operation tos 
not favourod by the Brigade. Trvfact, fron the situation of the 
ground the operation would have boon practically impossible. Tho 
FPE1BH h.ad brought their line so far northwards and*'. ere holding 
tho trenches facing PRSSYOY -fron the south in suet: strength that 
it would have boen irnosslblc to tales tho assaulting troops of the 
43rd Bn. down this trench and to line then up for the assault 
facing CROISETTE WOOD, Tho other alternative was to attach the 
TOOD across the open bo tween OOYETOOTJRT aid PRESTO Y under an 
absolute!;.’ enfiladed fire fron th.o Y.C-s. in FRESTOY. 

Tho attach on PRESTO” comenced at 5."0.p.n. B. Coy 
attaching on the Right and A. Ooy on the Loft, followed by C. 
as Right Support and D. as Left Support. B. moved along the TTUEP!G]| 
Tronch and proceeded to attach the S.V. r . eomor of PRESTO Y partly 
across the open anil partly by the system of trenches defending 
PRESUOY on tho west. 3 platoons of '// Coy attached across the 
open and the Support platoon also novod up the tSTDRI TOE T renoh. 

C. Coy less one platoon held in Ro servo, novod along TEHRITOE 
Tronch to the left part of it held by tho PRETOE whore theywero 
conpolled to leave the trer.eh and attach the Village through sono 
grain fit" “ * ‘ * - - -- 


lelds. D. Coy novod forward of the P/E7ILLERS-G0YETO0T1RT 


Road, whero they occupied the position vaeatod by 'A* Ooy, watching 
the Loft Flan!:. The nonent the attach oomoioed, the er.eny put 
down a heavy barrago east of the real, which to s subsequently 
ehortenod aid opened fire with nraotically overy ISaehino Qun that 
ho could bring to boar. !7ith difficulty, by rushes ofsections and 
little groups of nen, the attaching lines got forward and carried 
the trench.es wost of PFE SIDY as far north as the DA1E Y-PRESEOY Roac 
Encr.y doad, rifles and equipment were found in tho tronch, evidontl; 
left by the enerty in sono hutoy. 
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ATTACHMENT #3 (cont’d) 

Library and Archives Canada: War Diaries of the First World War. Available as (1) ArchivaNet: On-Line 
Research Tool , or (2) War Diaries of the First World War 


(3) 


'"ho attach on FRESJJOY fron the left seerug to have rig-’ 
carried in gone way. Sono 60 or 70 of the er.ati y had been observed war 
runr-inn fron th.g troneh g;-'gt on into the tom, hut no gupport on our 
left could he geen. Ihe captured tronoh TOt hold hy Uajor TAhlOP. U.U. 
•sith elonentg of A. B. and 0. C oys until ho received orders to 
establish a line east o? the PAKVTLLIIRS Hoad andav £ar forrrardas 
possLbie fr°n our Junction irith the FI$::CH on the Right to SLAV® 
iVOOB on the left which we held. Provioug to this the FREROE had 
hear, counter-attadred fron the trenches on the S.E. side of 
PHSSDY and their line had hear, withdraw!: a short distance. 

Our losses during; the day had left the Qoys. too weak 
to push forward any further without freah troops hein* oomitted 
to the attack in their support, and aooordin^ly the line was 

*kcd °S* t to* PAB7ILL5RS Road fron our Junction with the 
FRENCH to BLaVE? ’.TOOD. 

The casualties during the day amounted to 
Officers - killed. 1 

• woundod 7 

• nigginrt 1 A 


Other Ranks 


killed 
wounded 

w'ded & nissinff 
nissin^ 




At 4.30.a.n. on the :»min£ of the 17th Augtf,, the Battn. 
was relieved hy two Oorspard.es of the 7th Odn. Inf. Bto. 


25.B.18. 


(Sj;d) i7.K. Chandler. 


'iajor. 

Offioer Oomandinj?, 
43rd Can a ill a.". Battalion. 
Caneron Highlanders of Canada. 
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ATTACHMENT #4 


Official History of the Canadian Army in the First World War. Canadian Expeditionary Force 1914-1 91 9. 
Col. G. W. L. Nicholson. Queens Printer and Controller of Stationary. Ottawa Canada 1962. (Nicholson 
Matrix Utility Digital Source by the Canadian Expeditionary Force Study Group). 
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ATTACHMENT #5 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission - Find War Dead http://www.cwqc.org/find-war-dead.aspx 


Full Name 

Surname 

® Initials 
Forename 


Country 

(commemorated in) 

France ' 

Cemetery or memorial 

Mmy Memorial 

War 

First World War * 


Export search results in a spreadsheet-friendly format. 


Download results 


1 record(s) match your search criteria 


Service 

Number 


Date of 
Death 


Age 


Regiment 
/ Service 


Service 

Country 


Grave / 

Memorial 

Reference 


Cemetery / 

Memorial 

Name 


Docs. 


i KERR. 

i Lieutenant i 

1 16/08/1918 i 22 

i Canadian 

Canadian 

VIMY MEMORIAL ! Q 

: JAMES 
! DUNCAN 



i Infantry 




Date of death: (starting) 
12 ▼ Aug ▼ 1918 ▼ 

Date of death: (ending) 
20 ▼ Aug ▼ 1918 ▼ 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


Ancestry.com. Canada, War Graves Registers (Circumstances of Casualty), 1914-1948 [database on- 
line! . Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. Original data: War Graves Registry: 
Circumstances of Death Records . Record Group 150, 1992-1993/314, Boxes 145-238. Library and 
Archives Canada. Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. War Graves Ledger Books. RG 150, 1992-93/314, vols. 
239-302. Library and Archives Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 


V 

I 

3.? = 

”54 S 

2ii| 

B J 

'' 1 

L SO. | *. RAXK OR RATING 

| 

*. SURNAME 

«■ CHRISTIAN NAMES 

Lieutenant 

KERR 

James Duncan 

&. f.vrr or ship 

0. DATE OP CASUALTY 


7. IL Q. ms NO. L RELIGION 

43rd. Battalion 

16-8-18 


649-K-3672 Not Stated 

9. CIRCUMSTANCES OP CASUALTY 

10. NAME. RELATIONSHIP AND ADDRESS OP NEXT OF KIN 

"KILLED IN ACTION" 

Whilst on a daylight patrol, prior to an 
attack East of Fresnoy-les-Roye , he was killed by an 
enemy sniper's bullet. 


11. LOCATION OF UNIT AT TIME OF CASUALTY 



NOTK^I.™. «. H »I .. « U> b. «n,,U«d mM b 


IS. CEMETERY 

H. LOCATION OP CEMETERY 


14. GRAVE LOCATION 15. REGISTERED NO. OP GRAVE 









I ~~ 





| _ 



10. PHOTOGRAPH OP GRAVE TAKEN 

17. EXPOSURE SO. 

1*. PHOTOGRAPH OP GRAVE AND CEMETERY SUPPLIED TO 

-• 













10. FURTHER PARTICULARS ON 

REVERSE SIDE OF 
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ATTACHMENT #7 


Ancestry.com. Canada, CEF Commonwealth War Graves Registers, 1914-1919 [database on-line] , 
Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. Original data: War Graves Registry: 
Circumstances of Death Records ; (RG1 50, 1992-1993/314, Boxes 39-144); Library and Archives 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. 


1897 6m. 2I.VI8 D.262 


X 


Reg. No. 


Unit 


Ra " k Lie KERR, J.D. 


File No. R.L. 


C Jr 


43rd Battalion. 



Date of Casualty P Nature and Place of Casualty 

Next-of-Kin 


16-6-18. Killed in Action. 

Published on D.C.L. 



No - 1066 



°‘ ,c 22-8-181. 





\ 

Unconfirmed Burial Report 

Grave No. 

Authority 

Report of Circumstances of Casualty 

. 


— 


Received from Unit 

D " e ^d-- (jt-ia 

Forwarded 

Ottawa / ^~/0 ~t 

Ncxt-of-Kin 


+* W I ■ v ■ > r 

5 MEMORIAL 



Written For 

Dale 

A.A.G. Written 

Date 








Confirmed Burial Report 

Grave No. 

Authority 

Burial Report Advised to Ottawa 
and Next-of-Kin 





Ottawa 





Next-of-Kin 

i 

Revised Burial Report 

Grave No. 

Authority 

Revised Report Advised to Ottawa 
and Next-of-Kin 





Ottawa 

Next-of-Kin 

u 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report of Headstone Inscriptions. 
http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc21 701 42. JPG 


No. of Contract dated. 

Name and Address of Firm. 


' imperial* Commission. 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (A) OF HEADSTONE INSCRIPTIONS 

to this report is attached 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT B. HEADSTONE TEXTS 

(those headstones to be inscribed with texts are underlined) 
and 

TWO STANDARD LAYOUTS (the layouts to be used are quoted on the badge design). 


Badge 

Dveign No. 
aiid Layout 


0) 


Schedule Page . 

Name of Cemetery 

ROYS Na&aCe 

To be stencilled on foot of 
headstones below ground level 
abbreviated thus: — 

ROYK N.BeCe 


Centre 1 To be stsoeillod on fc 
of i of Hea >let one* below 


Number end Rank. 



Initials, NAME end Honour*. 


Date of Death. 


" « [i peer* in Cob 6, I 

Ace wilt be omitted from lb<* 
Headulnne and the Pete of Death 
oentred laterally. 


Plot P. No. of 
Row R. | Stone 
Grave G. 


P.R.gL 


SA B- tl RW i D LH. OA H 

i & 


CAPTAIN I 



ABBOTT. UCl' p >. B2ND BN.OANADIAJI Hit. Mi'H AUGUST 

t Ai.D to* j 

LIEUTENANT BoCLA In CHUKUHlCIP fr 52ND BN+CANADIAN INK 16TH AUGUST 


1202/3A 



1060/ 1.G 


LIEUTENANT] 
ySSi fiK'rtrz a 

A-SQLK01 

4£J9/& rthln-r* * 

g$0‘k t r*.”/*nc 

A-dQttlKR 

T£ 

1 T. JOHN STONE. MC.« 

AND BARh 
3J* 

fllMf 

pi/ >f. #A-/WO02> 

0+- 'i i :u O.-tilA* »*i 3.1 


^ ~ftcV*6t>¥7* tg. i"t> G*6 
•PJWHf BfiAT-fAR 2J 

225867 PRIVATE 

J.W. GRIFFITHS II 

86961 PRIVATE 

J.R. POY 

19E56 PRIVATE 

L. ALBORB -J 

A SOLDI® 

OF THE GREAT «AR 3.1, 
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ATTACHMENT #9 


This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1 91 4-1921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 


Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research 

Company 

rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 

Investigator 

Report Author 

Timothy McTague 

Private Researcher 

Rhode Island USA 

timmct(a>verizon.net 

Report Reviewer 


Lieutenant James Duncan Kerr 
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